Reading Guide Questions for Othello

Act I.

1. What is the setting (what city) of Act I? Why is that important in regards to the play and the reader?

2. What does the word “this” refer to in line 3 on page 1?

3. How does Iago feel towards Othello?

4. How does Iago feel towards Cassio? Why?

5. Why does Iago refer repeatedly to items dealing with math and accounting?

6. Why does Iago continue to refer to Othello as a moor? What does such a comment tell you about Iago?

7. What does, “I am not what I am” mean? How does such a statement fit into the feelings and desires of Iago toward Othello?

8. Explain what Iago’s plans are in lines 68-74.

9. Why did Iago leave Roderigo at Brabantio’s house? How does his action further strengthen your idea (make-up) of him?

10. What was Brabantio’s reaction to Othello’s marriage to Desdemona?

11. Explain the significance of, “Fathers, from hence trust not your daughters’ minds by what you see them act?”

12. What are Iago’s thoughts about in the beginning of Scene 2?

13. Who does Iago say truly (in his opinion) spoke discourtesly of Othello pertaining to the conversation with Brabantio? Why does Iago do such a thing?

14. Explain what is Othello’s point of view pertaining to the repercussions of his actions, the duke and Brabantio?

15. How is the fact that Iago swears by Janus ironic?

16. Brabantio believes that Othello has used magic to bewitch his daughter into marrying Othello? Why is that?

17. Where does Brabantio want Othello to betaken?

18. Where is Othello to be taken as a result of being a well-known officer in the army? How does that work in his favor?

19. How does Othello defend his actions concerning Desdemona?
20. How and why does Brabantio’s attitude change towards his daughter’s marriage and Othello?

21. Why does Brabantio say to Othello, “Look to her moor, if thou hast eyes to see; she has deceive’d her father and may thee?”

22. Brabantio complains to the Duke about Othello’s marriage to Desdemona. After listening to both sides of the story, what was the Duke’s reply?

23. What were Roderigo’s complaints after all was said and done with Desdemona and Othello?

24. What was Iago’s reply to it? How does his reply further strengthen your idea of Iago’s character?

Act II of Othello

1. What is the setting of Act II? How is that now different from Act I? Why and how is that important?

2. What is the eminent danger surrounding Cyprus?

3. What happened to the Turkish fleet?

4. Since the duke has sent Othello to aid in the war with the Turks, how do the duke’s views differ from Iago’s about Othello and his worth?

5. How is the word “tempest” a symbol of what is to come for Othello and others?

6. Why does Iago speak to his wife in such a manner?

7. Explain Iago’s aside on p.37.

8. Explain the meaning of, “If I were now to die, Twere not to be most happy; for I fear my soul hath her content so absolute that not another comfort like to this succeeds in likeness fate?”

9. Explain, “But I’ll set down the pegs that make this muse, as honest as I am.”

10. Why did Iago want Rodergio to anger Cassio?

11. What was the purpose of Iago’s plan?

12. What clue do you get from the readings (What quote) to lead you to understood Iago’s feelings for Othello?

13. What does Othello declare the day of celebration and festivities? How does that affect his character in the eyes of the people? In the eyes of Iago?
14. How is Othello’s statement of Iago is most honest” ironic?

15. What does, “I’ll warrant her full of game mean?”

16. In what ways is Cassio the direct opposite of Iago?

17. What does Iago urge Cassio to drink further?

18. What does Iago imply is Cassio’s weakness? What else does Iago imply about Cassio’s wantiness as a soldier as a result of the previous weakness?

19. How has Iago’s plan worked in his favor?

20. Why is it that no one can see the true persona of Iago?

21. Why does Cassio considered losing one’s reputation equal to death?

22. What might Iago be implying by stating,” Our general's wife is not the general…?”
23. What is it that Iago suggests concerning Desmonenda and Cassio? IS that a good suggestion? Why and why not?

24. How does Iago’s quote of “For tis most easy …Desdemona to subdue in any honest suit…even as her appetite shall play the god with his weak function” play with the previous quote in number 22?

25. What is Roderidgo describing in lines 363-365?

26. What is the next stage of Iago’s plan?

Act  III Othello

1. What is the setting of Act III?

2. What is the clown implying about the musicians with his constant references to wind instruments?

3. Why does Desdemona help Cassio with his problem with Othello?
4. What is Cassio’s major concern at this point in the play?

5. How will the fact that Desdemona will, “…watch him and talk him out of patience…I’ll intermingle everything he does with Cassio’s suit” only help Iago’s cause?

6. What does Othello suspect by the statement, “The sooner…for you?”

7. What does Iago mean when he says, “She did deceive her father, marrying you, and when she seemed to shake and fear your looks she loved them most?”

8. What has Iago accomplished without truly putting forth an effort?
9. What is the purpose of Iago’s speech to Othello in lines 228-238?

10. At this point, describe and explain how and why Othello feels the way he does about his wife and the marriage? What are the excuses he gives for it occurring? Do those exams forgive such actions supposedly taken by Desmedona?

11. Why does Emilia take the handkerchief of Desmedona? Why does Emelia not truly see Iago’s true character?

12. What does Iago mean when he says, “You have a thing for me? It is a common thing-?”
Describe Iago’s treatment of his wife? How does that tie in with the previous description in # 12?

13. How has Othello embodied true gentlemen at the moment? How has he not?

14. Would you consider Iago a crafty man or an individual out for his own gain? Defend your answer?

15. How is Iago playing the devil’s advocate in scene 3?

16. Why does Othello say and what does he mean by, “Swell, bosom with they fraught, for tis of auspicious tongues?”

17. What does Othello mean when he says, “Now by you and marble heaven in the due reverence of a sacred vow, I here engage my words?”
18. What is the task that Othello charges Iago with? Why does Othello do such a thing?

19. At this point, shouldn’t love be able to handle such issues by means of a conversation?

20. Why didn’t Iago simply tell Othello right away that Desdemona and Cassio were having an affair?

21. As a result of the news from Iago concerning the situation between Desdemona and Cassio, what does Othello mean by, “I will withdraw to furnish me with some swift means of death for the fair devil?”

22. How has the entire situation worked for Iago?

23. Why doe Emilia lie to Desdemona?

24. To what does Desdemona compare the handkerchief to and why? What does that tell you about her point of view and her relationship with her husband?

25. What is Othello implying by saying, “Hot, hot and moist?”
26. How has Desdemona unknowingly solidified Othello’s insecurities by saying, “…our new customs permit people to marry without giving their hearts?”

27. Why does Othello fabricate the tale of a magician enveloping the handkerchief with power to make the owner, if the owner should love it, the receiver of hatred?

28. Why does Desdemona not simply tell Othello the truth? How do her actions further move the play along?

29. IS Emilia’s conception of relationships relevant to both her and her husband Iago as well as  Desdemona and Othello? Explain your answer.

30. Does Cassio have any clue as to what is going on between Iago, Desdemona and Othello?

31. How has Desdemona embodied the character of a good friend to Cassio?

32. How is it ironic that Cassio should give Bianca the handkerchief of Desdemona to copy?

Act IV Questions Othello

1. What is the setting of Act IV?

2. IS Iago enjoying himself at this point in the play?

3. What is Iago really referring to when he says, “Why then tis hers, my lord, and being hers, she may think, bestow’t on any man?”

4. After Iago hid and told Othello that Cassio confessed going to bed with Desdemona, what advice did he give the overwhelmed Othello?
5. What happens to Othello as a result of all his rage?

6. How did Iago trick Othello into thinking Cassio was gloating and bragging about his affair with Desdemona?

7. How is this ‘misinterpretation’ helping Iago, hurting Cassio and Othello as well as Desdemona? Explain for each character.

8. How does Cassio truly feel about Bianca? How is that emotional state helping Iago?

9. Why was Bianca angry with Cassio?

10. How did Bianca’s returning of the handkerchief help Iago?

11. Why does Othello call Desdemona “an admirable musician?”

12. Why does Desdemona’s lechery (unfaithfulness) bother Othello? (List more than 1 reason and explain your answer).

13. Why might Othello want poison?

14. Where is common sense in all of this commotion?

15. Why does Iago suggest “Do it not with poison; strangle her in bed…?”

16. Why does Othello strike Desdemona?

17. At this point in the play, how has Othello’s point of view/feelings changed from the beginning of the play?

18. How has Iago’s plan affected Iago personally, mentally and emotionally?

19. What was Lodovico’s reaction to Othello’s behavior towards Desdemona? How did Iago later explain Othello’s behavior to Lodovico?

20. Why did Othello ask Emilia about Cassio’s affair with Desdemona? What was her reply?

21. How does Othello explain Emilia’s answer?

22. What is Othello implying when he states to Desdemona, “O thou weed?”

23. To whom does Desdemona turn for help after Othello calls her a strumpet?

24. Does Emilia know she is describing her husband in lines 130-134?

25. How does Iago try to clam Desdemona down?

26. What does Rogerigo mean when he says, “I have heard too much; for your words and performances are no kin together” when speaking to Iago?

27. What does Iago mean when he says to Roderigo concerning Cassio, “Why, by making him incapable of Othello’s place: knocking out his brains?”

28. How are Desdemona’s lines in 24-24 and act of dramatic irony fro the reader and herself?

29. What is the purpose of Emilia’s speech in lines 84-103? Cite examples in your answer.

Act V Questions Othello

1. Out of the two characters, Roderigo and Iago, who is the more dominating character and why?

2. How would Iago gain from Roderigo’s death?

3. How would Iago gain from Cassio’s death?

4. Describe the fight between Cassio and Rodergio?

5. Why does Iago run away after he stabs Cassio?

6. IS Iago still playing the role of concerned friend? IF so, how?

7. What grave mistake does Iago make in this act?

8. What does Iago try to do to Bianca? Why and is he successful? Would he be less or more successful if she was not a prostitute?

9. What does Iago mean when he says, “This is the night that either makes me or for does me quite?”

10. What is the setting of scene 2?

11. How does Othello still show he loves Desdemona?

12. What does “Put out the light” mean?

13. What does he mean when he says, “If I quench thee, thou flaming minister I can gain thy former light restore?”

14. What does he mean when he says, “When I have plucked the vital rose I can not give it vital growth again?”

15. Describe Othello’s actions towards his wife prior to Emilia entering?

16. What does Desdemona mean when she says, “A guiltless death I die?”

17. Has Desdemona been faithful to Othello till the end? Explain your answer.

18. Why does Othello finally admit to killing his wife?

19. Describe Emilia’s reaction to Othello’s statement of, “He, woman: I say thy husband dost understand the word? My friend, thy husband, honest, honest Iago?”
20. Has Emilia’s point of view of her husband stayed the same or changed since the beginning of the play?

21. How does Emilia put Iago in a tight spot?

22. What does Iago mean when he says to Emilia, “Go to, charm thy tongue?”

23. What does Othello mean by and to who is he directing the statement, “Are there no stones in heaven but what serves for the thunder? Precious Villian?”

24. What is Montano implying when he says when referring to Iago, “For tis a damned slave?”

25. How was Desdemona killed? Why do you think she was killed in such a manner?

26. Why does Othello refer to himself in 3rd person now at this point in the play?

27. What is Othello’s goal for himself and why?

28. From what is Emilia dying?

29. What does Othello mean when he says, “Cold, cold my girl? Even like thy chastity?”

30. What does Othello mean when he states, “I am not sorry neither, I’d have these here, for in my sense, tis happened to die?”

31. Why won’t Iago tell the real motive for him doing what he did to Othello?

32. Why does Othello insist that Lodovicio describe Othello by his traits at this point in the play versus what they were previously?

33. What has happened to Othello?

34. What ha happened to Iago?

35. What has happened to Cassio?

Analytical Questions for Othello

36. What are at least 3 themes in Othello? Find examples in the text, name speaker and summarize the lines in accordance to your theme?

37. There are many instances where there are references to colors such as black and white. Find at least 2, write out the text lines, summarize in accordance to the instances of black and white.

38. Othello has both strengths and weakness. What are his strengths? What are his weaknesses?

39. Based on what Othello says, what justification might be found for the view that Othello’s suicide is an act of cowardice?

40. Compare and contrast Iago’s deception of Othello with his deception of Roderigo? How are they similar? How are they different?

41. Compare Desdemona’s false claim that she is responsible for her own death to Othello’s statement that he was unable to control his fate

Quiz Questions:

1. Compare and contrast the reasons Desdemona fell in love with Othello with his reasons for falling in love with her?

2. In act II, why does Iago make many suggestive remarks to Cassio about Desdemona?

3. (essay): IN a tragedy the hero is usually destroyed by a fatal flaw or weakness within himself. Is this the case with Othello or is his downfall strictly the result of Iago’s schemes? Support your answers with examples and quotes from the play.

4. There are many references to theft in the play. List all the items that are considered to be stolen and explain how they (if they) propelled the play forward.

5. In the final scene of Act five, when Othello says, “Cursed, cursed slave!” he could be referring wither to himself or to Iago. Which one do you think he means? What significance is there in the fact that this statement could refer to either one?

