Beowulf: Heroic Epic

Traditional Epic Conventions

A. character (hero) of noble birth/supernatural beings from the past (people of low estate are never mentioned by name)

B. Action occurs on an immense scale/length (often involves the fate of a whole people)

C. Gods come to the aid of one side or another

D. Hero has a tragic flaw/great fall caused by the tragic flaw

Traditional Scenes

A. the banquet(ritual feasting)

B. the battle (good vs. evil) 

C. the voyage/journey

D. The boast(pride in genealogies) = story telling

E. The funeral

F. Rewards for acts of bravery loyalty

Devices of the epic

A. begins at a critical point in the action

B. Announces theme at the opening

C. Calls (in a loud voice) on muses to help in storytelling task

D. Style is noble and majestic, dignified and formal

E. Character speaks ceremoniously in long set speeches

F. Lengthy descriptive passages 
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