Sir Gawain and the Green Knight questions

1. Imagine what the knight and his horse look like and what is your impression of him?

2. Find the alliteration in line 27.

3. Identify the rhyming pattern found in the short stanzas that occur twice.

4. Give your first impression of the Green Knight. What kind of person might get this kind of attention today?

5. Evaluate King Arthur’s response to the Green Knight.

6. How realistic is Sir Gawain’s description of himself?  

7. If you were Sir Gawain, would you have responded as he did? Why do you think Sir Gawain stepped up to take the challenge?

8. If Sir Gawain accepts the Green Knight’s challenge, what must he do in a year and a day?

9. At what point do you know this selection contains elements of fantasy? 

10. Reread lines 213-215. What is the effect of having the words “No head” on the    line of their own?

11. Summarize what has occurred so far in the story.

12. What will happen to Sir Gawain if he does not find the Green Knight in a year?

13. If you were Sir Gawain, how would you feel at this point about the oath you swore to the Green Knight? 

14.  Why does Sir Gawain finally decide to accept the sash?

15. How do the description of the axe and the grinding of the axe in lines358-362 build suspense for what will happen next?

16. What does line 394 tell you about how Sir Gawain is feeling?

17. How does Sir Gawain behave differently that the Green Knight did when accepting the blow?  Why does the Green Knight refuse to complete the strike?

18. How many times does the Green Knight swing the axe? How does this add tension or suspense?

19.Why is Sir Gawain happy when he sees his own blood in the snow?

20. How would you respond to the Green Knight when he reveals that he knows you have gone against your own values by accepting the girdle to save your life? 

21. How does Sir Gawain reveal his character by his response to the Green Knight?
22. How does Sir Gawain embody both the heroic and the humble? 

