Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet Act 5 Guiding Questions
Scene 1
1. What is the setting in the BEGINNING of act 5?

2. Romeo’s lines 1-16  is an example of what literary term?

3. What sort of mood is Romeo in as the scene begins?  Why?
4. Who/what does Romeo blame for what has happened?
5. Who does Romeo remember and decide to pay a visit to?  Why?
6. Why is the apothecary reluctant to sell poison to Romeo?  Why does he finally agree to it?
7. What is the greatest poison, according to Romeo?  Why might that be his opinion?
Scene 2
1. What was Friar John to do for Friar Lawrence?  Why was he unsuccessful?
2.  Why is Friar Lawrence worried?  What action does he decide to take?

Scene 3
1. Who is the first person to enter Juliet’s Tomb? Who is the second person to enter Juliet’s tomb?

2. Why has Paris come to Juliet’s tomb?  What does this tell us about his feelings for her?
3. What do you think is in the letter Romeo has written?
4. What reason does Romeo give Balthasar for visiting the tomb?  What do we know are his reasons?
5. What threat does Romeo make?  What does Balthasar do, even though he was threatened? Why?
6. What does Paris suspect Romeo is going to do?  What does he try to do to Romeo?
7. Why does Romeo say to Paris, “Oh be gone! By heaven, I love thee better than myself?”
8. What happens to Paris?  What last request does he make?  Again, what does this tell us about his love for Juliet?
9. What does Romeo comment about concerning Juliet’s appearance?
10. Why is Friar Lawrence frightened after his brief conversation with Balthasar?  What has he realized?
11. What new plan does he have for Juliet?  What is her response to his request?
12. Why does Friar Lawrence run away?
13. How does Juliet first attempt to kill herself?  What must she do to be successful?
14. Who do the watchmen find sneaking around the tomb?  Who else do they call for to come and see what has happened?
15. What has happened to Lady Montague?  Why?
16. Does Friar Lawrence recount the events accurately?  Who/what confirms or disproves what he says?
17. What does the Prince do to the Friar? Why does he do such a thing?
18. What do the families do for each other to honor their fallen children?

19. Do you feel the Friar is responsible for Romeo and Juliet’s deaths? Explain your answer.

20. Why is this play a tragedy?

21. What is a theme of the play?

22. Who are the dynamic characters?

23. Who are the static characters?

