Notes for the Orwell novel 1984

· The story takes place in the near future in England, “Airstrip One” in  part of a super state called “Oceania”
· Story originated from the hopelessness of the 1930 and 1940’s from the oppression sweeping across Europe
· Fascism demanded unquestionable loyalty to the leader and the state

· It allowed military supremacy at the expense of civilian standard of living

· Fascism = Nazism in Germany (and equated example)
· Big Brother is supposedly modeled after Joseph Stalin
· Deportation and arrests were common everyday occurrences and touched every family in Russia
· The Thought Police is supposedly modeled after the KGB
· Orwell experienced totalitarianism firsthand as a member of a radical militia opposed to such things.
· Orwell regarded the action of Communists in Spain as a betrayal of the revolution which might have given the working class freedom. This idea is reflected in The Party.

