Questions for Beowulf. Please answer them in complete sentences and be prepared to hand them in when asked.

1. If Beowulf is an archetype of an epic hero, of what is Grendel an archetype?

2. Why do you think Beowulf allows Grendel to slaughter one of the Geats before taking action against the Grendel?

3. What will be different about this visit to Herot for Grendel?

4. What details in this section, lines 44-56, demonstrate Beowulf’s super human strength?

5. In lines 21-101, how does the passage show a tension between the paganism of Beowulf’ day and the Christianity of the recorder’s day?

6. In lines 76-81, what ways is the battle between Grendel and Beowulf really a battle between good and evil? What details in the description of the battle makes this clear?

7. In lines 154-175, what images in the description of the Grendel’s lair associate Grendel with death and darkness?

8. Describe how Beowulf comes to the lair of Grendel’s mother? What details remind you that Beowulf is not an ordinary man?

9. What characteristics of an epic hero does Beowulf display during his fight with Grendel’s mother?

10. How is the older Beowulf different from the Beowulf who slew Grendel and his mother?

11. An important element of the Anglo-Saxon worldview was the concept of fate versus wyrd. How does fate play a part in this battle?

12. In lines 329-345, what goes wrong during Beowulf’s battle with the dragon?

13. In lines 355-358, how do Beowulf’s men react to the sight of the dragon gaining victory over Beowulf?

14. According to Anglo-Saxon code, a leader rewarded his followers with gold and riches and the leader expected loyalty in return. Do you think that Wiglaf has the makings of an Anglo-Saxon epic hero? Why or why not?

15. In lines 370-399, what arguments does Wiglaf use to convince the men that they must fight with Beowulf?

16. The ultimate purpose of the epic hero is to leave something of lasting value to his culture? What has Beowulf left to his people?

17. What are Beowulf’s final wishes?

