Questions for “The Pardoner’s Tale” 
1. Why does the Pardoner admit he preaches to make a profit?

2. In medieval times, people were keenly concerned about the seven deadly sins.  According to the Church, these sins brought eternal damnation unless the sinner confessed and obtained a pardon.  Which of these sins does the Pardoner acknowledge as his own vice?

3. What have you learned about the rioters thus far in the story?

4. What explicit advice is being offered here in lines 73-82 (online version 680-684)?

5. What moral lesson is implied?

6. Why is it ironic that the rioters vow as brothers to kill Death?

7. Who is the old man?  What might he represent, or what purpose might he serve in the story?

8. What is ironic about the attitudes of the rioters and the old man towards Death?

9. What does personification of death as a mother suggest?

10. Why does the old man add, “if you should live till then”?

11. What is ironic about the lines 166 – 170 (online version 771-775)?

12. Describe in detail the plan that the rioters have created.

13. What does the capital F in Fortune tell you?  What have the men forgotten?

14. In lines 200-228 (online version 806-835), why is this discussion between the two rioters ironic?

15. All three rioters make frequent references to religion.  This is ironic, since they are such evildoers.  How do these references to religion connect the rioters thematically to the Pardoner who tells the tale?

16. What is ironic about the reason the young man gives for buying poison?

17. The phrase “this devils clay” is in opposition to the subject.  This is an example of direct characterization, yet it is essentially a metaphor.  What does the author mean by “this devil’s clay”?

18. In lines 275-276(online version 879-880), what is the implicit irony in the narrator’s question?

19. Do you think the Pardoner’s relics are authentic?  Why or why not?

20. What is the motivation for the Pardoner telling his tale that is revealed in the lines of 309-317(online version 904-915)?

21. What ironic lesson does the Pardoner’s audience take from hi tale and the way he tells it?

22. What insights into the characters of the Pardoner, the Host and the Knight are revealed in the final twenty lines of the dialogue?

23. How has greed brought down the characters of “The Pardoner’s Tale”? How might this story be intended to humble its listeners?

