Questions for “The Reeve’s Tale”

1. What were the reactions of the other pilgrims to the Miller’s story in the prologue to the Reeve’s tale? 

2. Why was the Reeve very upset with the Miller’s story?

3. Why does the Reeve compare the Miller to a peacock?

4. How did people feel about the Miller? Why did they feel that way?

5. Why is the Reeve going into much detail pertaining to the Miller?

6. What is the Miller’s name?

7. Why did he really marry his wife?

8. What is the description of the Miller’s wife from the Reeve’s story? How is it similar to the previous tale of the Miller?

9. How old was the daughter of the Miller?

10. Describe the daughter using the text from the Reeve’s tale? Compare her to Allison from the Miller’s Tale.

11. Why was the Parson worried about his granddaughter?

12. What was the Miller’s job? Was he successful? How so?

13. What was the condition of the college manciple? Remember the Miller’s Tale. What are the similarities?

14. What is the college manciple aware of concerning the Miller? Has the situation become better or worse? How so? Explain.

15. Describe the two young students and their plan/desire?

16. Why does the Miller ask where the two students will be when he grinds the corn?

17. What is the answer given by John? What is the answer given by Alan? Why do they give such answers?

18. After their answers, the Miller responds with a smile. What does the Miller’s smile indicate?

19. Although the two students’ plan was well-devised, what were the ending results? (Describe how those results came about. Be very detailed in your answer.)

20. How is the word “children” significant in line 4098 when coming from the Miller describing the two students?

21. Upon returning, what do the two students realize about their situation?

22. What do they ask the Miller? How do they feel about doing so?

23. Describe the setting beginning in lines 4135 till 4167. Describe the states of the people involved. 

24. Draw an outline (Sketch) of how the Miller’s room is arranged.

25. What is bothering Alan  very much?
26. What does Alan decide to do while staying in the Miller’s house? How does he feel about doing so (What is his attitude?)

27. Did she resist? How does this compare to the Miller’s Tale?

28. Describe how John feels concerning Alan, his current situation and John’s future plans. Describe his actions in complete detail.

29. Re-draw the outline of the Miller’s bedroom putting people where they are currently as to where they were previously.

30. Describe the implications of the wife going to the restroom.

31. How is Alan kindly repaid for his actions with Molly, the Miller’s daughter?

32. What does Alan realize upon his traversing back to bed with John?

33. What does Alan do when he gets back in bed with “John”?

34. What does the wife finally realize concerning her evenings actions?

35. Describe the outcome for all characters based on the evening’s activities beginning with the return of John and Alan after locating their horse through the end of the story.

36. How is the outcome of the story justified? Explain the proverb or the moral of the story in your own words in lines 4320-4321.
37. How has the Reeve repaid the Miller for his story about John  the carpenter?

