Reading Guide Questions for Act I of Macbeth

1. What is the definition of a tragedy?

2. How is the presence of thunder and lightening important to the beginning of the act?

3. In act I, in what country is the setting?
4. What are the two countries at war with each other?

5. What is it that the captain tells the King pertaining to the war? What does he also say about Macbeth and Banquo?

6. What do we learn concerning the Thane of Cawdor?

7. What do we learn concerning the King of Norway, his wishes and his treatment by the Scottish?

8. What does the king order to be done to the Thane of Cawdor?

9. In scene three, where are Macbeth and Banquo headed?

10. What three things do the witches call Macbeth?

11. What does the third witch tell Macbeth concerning the throne of the king?

12. How is Macbeth Thane of Glamis?

13. How does Macbeth respond to the news of being king and becoming Thane of Cawdor? Why does he react in such a way?
14. What is Macbeth’s reaction after Ross tells him he is also now the Thane of Cawdor? Why? What else does he think?

15. What is Banquo’s reaction?

16. What is revealed through Macbeth’s aside on page 13?

17. Why did the king order the Thane of Cawdor’s demise?

18. How does Macbeth feel towards Duncan at this point in the play?

19. Where does King Duncan invite himself?

20. Who has been named the Prince of Cumberland? Why is that important? How does it make Macbeth react? What is it that Macbeth now realizes?

21. Why does Macbeth say, “Let not light see me black desires”?

22. What is Lady Macbeth doing in the opening lines of scene five act one?

23. What is revealed about Lady Macbeth character in these opening scenes?

24. What does Lady Macbeth allude to about the night’s plans?

25.  How are the following words ironic, “The castle hath a pleasant seat”?

26. Why is Macbeth having second thoughts about killing Duncan?

27. What is his wife’s reaction to his second thoughts?

28. What is the plan devised by Lady Macbeth?

29. How are they to ensure the “right” people get blamed?

30. Does Macbeth agree to murder King Duncan? Who persuaded him? What does that tell you about him and the character that persuaded him?

