Reading Guide Questions for Act II of Macbeth

1. What is the setting of act II?

2. Who is Fleance?

3. What does Macbeth want with Banquo?

4. Why is Macbeth imagining a bloody dagger?

5. What does the bell that Lady Macbeth will ring signify?

6. Summarize what Lady Macbeth says in lines 9-13 on page 25.
7. Why doesn’t she kill him herself?

8. Where are Duncan’s sons when King Duncan was being murdered?

9. Macbeth is hearing things that are not being said. What does that tell you about his character?

10. Why did Lady Macbeth go back to Duncan’s room?

11. “Wake Duncan with thy knocking/ I would if I couldst,” Macbeth says. Why does he say such a thing?

12. What is the condition of the porter?

13. Who enters by coming down the stairs? How is he dressed?

14. How is Macduff’s question on line 36 of scene III an act of dramatic irony?

15. How is the line said by Macduff  to Macbeth ironic, “I know this is a joyful trouble to you”?

16. What does Macduff tell Macbeth and Lennox?

17. How does Lady Macbeth react to all the noise in the house?

18. Who does Lennox say murdered the king?

19. Who does Macbeth say that he murdered?

20. Was it a wise choice for Donalbain and Malcolm not to speak out against people while they are in Macbeth’s castle? Why or why not?

21. Where do Malcolm and Donalbain go? Why?

22. What do the Old Man and Ross’s speeches in lines 10-18 unknowingly foretell?

23. What does Macduff say is the reason that Malcolm and Donalbain have left the castle?

