Reading Guide Questions for Act III of Macbeth
1. What is the setting if act III?

2. What is Banquo wondering?

3. What are Macbeth and Lady Macbeth hosting? Why?

4. Why does Macbeth fear Banquo?
5. Why will Macbeth’s crown be a “fruitless” crown?

6. What does Macbeth realize that the murder of King Duncan has made possible?

7. How and of what does Macbeth convince the men that are waiting to see him?

8. Why does Lady Macbeth send for her husband?

9. How is Lady Macbeth different from how she was at the beginning of act II?

10. What happened to Banquo?

11. What happens to his son Fleance?

12. What begins to happen to Macbeth? Who does he see?

13. How does Lady Macbeth defend her husband’s outbursts?

14. What does Lady Macbeth command her husband to do?

15. What does Lady Macbeth command the guests to do?

16. What does “Blood will have blood,” mean?

17. Why is Macduff considered a person that is guilty of treason?

18. What does Macbeth mean by,”I am in blood stepped in so far that I should wade no more/ Returning were as tedious go’er”?
19. What does the presence of lightening and thunder foretell the reader?

20. What does Hecate tell the witches that they must do concerning Macbeth?

21. Upon whom has Banquo’s murder been blamed?

22. Who does Lennox truly suspect to be the murderer of Duncan?

23. We know that Malcolm is in England and Macduff has joined him there. Why?
