Reading Guide questions for Act V of Macbeth
1. What is the setting at the beginning of act V?

2. What are the doctor and the gentlewoman discussing?

3. What is Lady Macbeth doing as she enters the room?

4. What is she suffering from?

5. Whose death is she thinking about?

6. How is the line, “Out, damned spot,” ironic to her previous line in act II of, “a little water clears us of this deed”?

7. Why does the doctor say that Lady Macbeth needs a priest more than a doctor?

8. What is the setting of scene two?

9. Which two armies are to meet together against Macbeth?

10. Who is leading each army?

11. What has Macbeth done to Dunsinane?

12. In Macbeth’s speech in lines 1-10, what is Macbeth doing to himself?

13. What is Macbeth’s state of mind at this point in the play?

14. What is Malcolm’s plan concerning Birnam Woods?

15. How is this decisive move going to affect Macbeth?

16. What happened to Lady Macbeth?

17. What key piece of news does the messenger tell Macbeth? What was his reaction?

18. For whom is Macduff searching? Why?

19. What does Macbeth mean when he says, “I bear a charmed life, which must not yield to one of woman born”?
20. What does Macduff tell Macbeth about his birth?

21. What is Macbeth’s state of mind now?

22. Who is killed?

23. What has happened to Dunsinane?

24. What does Macduff hold in his hand?

25. Who is now the king of Scotland?

26. How is Macbeth a tragic hero?
