 Romeo and Juliet Act I Questions
1. Who are Sampson and Gregory? What family do they work for? What are they doing when the play begins?

2. Describe Sampson’s attitudes towards Montagues and women.

3. Who are Abram and Balthasar? Which family do they serve?

4. What insulting gesture does Sampson make at Abram and Balthasar? What is it equivalent to in modern day?

5. What is an aside in drama? Who speaks an aside in this scene?

6. Who tries to stop Sampson and Abram from fighting? What is his reaction to the fight? Which family does this person belong to?

7. Who says that he “hates” peace?  What was his reaction to the fight? Which family does he belong to?

8. What are Lady Capulet and Lady Montague’s opinions about their husbands desires to fight each other? 

9. What does Prince Escalus tell the Capulets and Montagues to do? How many fights have these families been in?

10. What does Prince Escalus say will happen if the Capulets and Montagues fight one more time? Explain this ultimatum. Why might this be important to the play based on what we know? 

11. Describe the way Romeo has been acting according to his father.  

12. Why doesn’t Lord Montague know the reason for Romeo’s sadness? 

13. What is the reason Romeo gives for why he is so sad?

14. Why can’t Romeo be with the girl he loves? 

15. What advice does Benvolio give to his cousin, Romeo? 

16. What is the purpose of the second part of scene 1? What does this set up? 

17. What does Paris want from Lord Capulet? What is Lord Capulet’s reply?

18. How old is Juliet? At what age does her father say is appropriate for her to get married?

19. What is Lord Capulet’s advice to Paris?

20. After hearing Lord Capulet’s response, what type of relationship can you infer he has with his daughter?

21.  What instructions does Lord Capulet give the servant?

22. Why does the Servant have a difficult time following the instructions? 

23. Who reads the invitation for the servant?

24. Dramatic Irony is when the audience knows something that a character does NOT know? Explain the dramatic irony around line 80 of Act 1 scene 2.  (“If you be not of the house…”)
25. What does Benvolio want Romeo to do at the Capulet party?

26. Why does Romeo decide to attend the party?

27. What is the setting of scene 3?

28. What does Lady Capulet ask the Nurse to do?

29. What is a monologue? What information is revealed about Juliet from the Nurse’s monologue?

30. What is the Nurse’s wish?

31. What does Juliet say her opinion is towards marriage?

32. What do Juliet’s mother and nurse think about Paris? Do they find him as a suitable husband for Juliet?

33. When and where is Juliet going to meet Paris?

34. What is a new complication to the happenings at the party?

35. Who is Mercutio?

36. What advice does Mercutio give Romeo concerning love when he says, “If love be rough with you, be rough with love/ Prick love for pricking, and you bat love down” (I, iv, 27-28)
37. Explain the foreshadowing in Romeo’s comment beginning at line 106 (about his dream).

38. Where does Act 5 scene 1 take place? For what event are the servants preparing?

39. Who is it that Romeo has come to see?

40. Describe Romeo’s reaction when he first sees Juliet. 

41. How does Tybalt know that his enemy, Romeo, is at the party?

42. Why does Lord Capulet allow Romeo to stay at the party?

43. What promise does Tybalt make before exiting the stage (around line 90—it’s a couplet)? What literary device is being used? 
44. Describe the first meeting between Romeo and Juliet. Where are they when they first meet?

45. Who interrupts Romeo and Juliet’s first meeting? What is the reason?

46. Describe Romeo and Juliet’s actions upon learning each other’s identity. 

47. How do lines 138-141 relate back to what we learn in the prologue? (“My only love…”)
