Guiding Questions: Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet, Act 3
1. What was the last thing that happened in act II?
2. Summarize Benvolio’s opening words. What do these words foreshadow?

3. Recall the reason Tybalt bears a grudge toward Romeo. What is Tybalt’s state of mind in this scene?

4. Identify and explain Romeo’s state of mind in this scene. (Why might he be trying to avoid a duel?)

5. Explain why Mercutio says the words “a plague a both your houses” (87).
6. Explain Romeo’s conclusion, “I am fortune’s fool” (131).
7. Compare Benvolio’s account of the events to the actual incidents. Is his account accurate? Explain.
8. Explain Lord Montague’s argument about why Romeo should not be punished.

9. Summarize the Prince’s response to the situation.
10. Why is this action the turning point of the play?

Scene 2
11. Notice the references to night in Juliet’s opening soliloquy. What is her opinion of night? Why?
12. What is Juliet looking forward to in her opening speech?
13. What verbal misunderstanding occurs between the Nurse and Juliet?
14. What are Juliet’s TWO reactions when she finally has the right information from the Nurse?
15. What does the Nurse offer to do at the end of the scene?
Scene 3
16. How does Romeo react when he hears what the Prince has declared?
17. Why would Romeo rather die than be banished?
18. In the Friar’s long speech, how is he reacting to Romeo?  What words would you use to describe how he feels Romeo is acting?
19. The Friar tells Romeo to be grateful for THREE THINGS. What are they?

20. What practical instructions and advice does the Friar give Romeo at the end of the scene?

Scene 4
21. What plans are Lord and Lady Capulet making for Juliet? Why? Why is this significant?
22. What irony exists between scene 3 and this scene?
Scene 5
23. Why are Romeo and Juliet extremely concerned with signs of night and day?

24. Juliet cries, “O Fortune, Fortune! All men call thee fickle” (60). How has Fortune shown itself fickle to Juliet?

25. What promise does Lady Capulet make regarding Romeo?

26. Why does Lord Capulet become extremely angry at Juliet? Identify the points he makes.
27. What disastrous predicament does Juliet now face (206-214)?
28. Nurse shows a sudden change of heart as she advises Juliet to forget Romeo and to marry Paris. What does this action reveal about Nurse’s character? What is Juliet’s reaction to this advice?

